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munitions of war. The Imperial Ethiopian Govern-
ment to-day finds it absolutely impossible to obtain
means of defence outside its own frontiers. Wher-
ever it attempts to obtain them it meets with prohibi-
tion and export embargoes.

It is a little difficult to understand why the British
Government, apart from the strong pro-Italian and
Catholic elements in the Foreign Office and Cabinet,
should have continued to accentuate this difference of
treatment during the pe^od of late summer, about the
time of Sir Samuel Hoare's speech. Possibly we were
merely continuing automatically our general policy of
the previous months* But throughout August and
September the supply of military accessories poured into
Massawa and Italian Somaliland from Britain, as well
as from every other country. The neighbouring British
colonies were especially active. Aden supplied quanti-
ties of distilled water, Kenya was almost denuded of
cattle, tinned goods, oil, etc.

In the meantime everything was done to keep Ethiopia
quiet. Dr. Martin, the Abyssinian representative in
England, now proved in some ways an unfortunate
choice. He had a great admiration and affection for
England, and inclined to an old-fashioned and slightly
Anglo-Indian belief in our omnipotence abroad, and in
the probity of our foreign policy. His fundamental
honesty and his loyalty to the country which he had
served made him an easy victim to the blandishments
of Mr. Eden, and the cheery exhortations of Foreign
Office officials who told him not to worry, and assured
him that England would * see him through.* All through
this period when Ethiopia should have been raising
loans, buying arms, and organizing a foreign legion,